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What is 
INHIGEO?

• INHIGEO is the International Commission for 
the History of Geological Sciences.

• It was established in 1967 at a meeting in 
Yerevan, Armenia, USSR, as an affiliate of IUGS, 
the International Union of Geological Sciences.

• It is currently affiliated to both the IUGS, as well 
as the IUHPST, the International Union for the 
History and Philosophy of Science and 
Technology. Both IUGS and IUHPST are part of 
the International Science Council (ICSU), the 
largest scientific umbrella body in the world, 
with its status in Science having the equivalence 
of the United Nations in Politics. 





What are the 
aims of 
INHIGEO?

• The aim of INHIGEO is not only the 
historical study of geological 
sciences in all their forms, but also its 
promotion and dissemination, as well as 
the creation of effective links between 
this historical knowledge and the broader 
contemporary context of the Earth 
sciences and humanities.





INHIGEO Board (2020-2024)

A new board was elected in August 2024 at the 49th

INHIGEO Annual Meeting in Busan, Korea.

There are three new Vice-Presidents (for North 
America, Latin America, and Asia)
There is a new Editor, and a new Webmaster.

INHIGEO Website:

https://www.inhigeo.com













• Countries Represented 56
• Algeria (1), Argentina (7), Armenia (3), Australia (12), 
Austria (14), Bangladesh (1), Belgium (1), Brazil (8), 
Canada (7), Chile (2), China (20), Colombia (1), Costa 
Rica (2), Czech Republic (4), Ecuador (1), Estonia (1), 
France (15), Germany (8), Greece (1), Hungary (9), India 
(2), Ireland (3), Italy (26), Japan (14), Kenya (1), Latvia 
(1), Lithuania (5), Madagascar (1), Malaysia (1), Mexico 
(9), Morocco (2), Namibia (1), Netherlands (5), New 
Zealand (4), Norway (2), Pakistan (1), Papua New Guinea 
(1), Poland (9), Portugal (5), Romania (1), Russia (13), 
Serbia (4), Slovenia (1), Slovak Republic (1), South Africa 
(6), Spain (8), Sweden (1), Switzerland (4), Thailand (3), 
Turkey (2), United Kingdom (13), USA (33), Uzbekistan 
(1), Venezuela (3), Yemen (1), Zimbabwe (2).
•
• Refer to current INHIGEO Annual Record for full list of members and 
their contacts.

Membership of INHIGEO

Note lack of membership in Africa and Middle East

https://www.inhigeo.com/annual.html


Who can be 
members of 
INHIGEO?

• INHIGEO has two classes of members:
• (1) Ordinary Membership. For people with 

a proven record of publications dealing with 
History of Geological Sciences

• Associate Membership. Fpr people with an 
interest in History of Geosciences, but 
without any or with few publications in this 
field.

• Procedure: Fill in an Application Form, send 
to Secretary-General of INHIGEO for 
consideration, with signatures of Ordinary 
Members supporting your application.  
Membership (and its category) is decided by 
the INHIGEO Board at its Annual Meeting. 



Past Meetings of INHIGEO

• 2016 35IGC, Cape Town

• 2017 Yerevan, Armenia

• 2018 Mexico City, Mexico

• 2019 Como/Varese, Italy

• 2020 Delhi (cancelled due to COVID-19 pandemic)

• 2021 Warsaw, Poland (Online only)

• 2022 Les Eyzies, France

• 2023 Krakow, Poland

• 2024 Busan, Korea, and Kyushu, Japan



Future Meetings of INHIGEO

• 2025 Dunedin, New Zealand

• 2026 Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

• 2027 Vienna, Austria

• 2028 Calgary, Canada

• 2029 ?

• 2030 Fez, Morocco















51st INHIGEO 
Annual 
Symposium, 
Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe 
(December 
4-16, 2026)

• This meeting is timed to piggyback on IPC7, the 7th

International Palaeontological Congress, Cape Town, 
30 November-3 December 2026.

• The INHIGEO Conference will have three themes:

• History of Palaeoanthropology

• History of pre- and post-colonial mining in 
Southern Africa

• History of geological exploration of Southern 
and Central Africa

• It will start with a Pre-Conference Field Excursion in 
and around Johannesburg (Friday 4-Sunday 6 
December 2026). 



Pre-Conference 
Excursion: Gold 
Mining History of 
Johannesburg, and 
Palaeoanthropolog
y in the Cradle of 
Humankind World 
Heritage Site

• Friday 4 December 2026

• AM: Delegates arrive in Johannesburg. 

• PM: Visit to Ferreira’s Gold Mine workings in the 
Standard Bank Building Basement, 
Johannesburg

• Visit to Northwards, a Randlords Mansion, 
Parktown, Johannesburg

• Saturday 5 December 2026

• AM Visit to Geology Museum, Origins Centre, 
and Institute of Evolutionary Studies, University 
of the Witwatersrand

• Visit to Maropeng and Sterkfontein, Cradle of 
Humankind





51st INHIGEO Conference, Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe
(7-11 December 2026)

• Sunday 6 December
• Delegates fly from Johannesburg (or elsewhere) to Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

• Monday 7 December
• INHIGEO Conference, Victoria Falls, Day 1

• Tuesday 8 December
• INHIGEO Conference, Victoria Falls, Day 2

• Wednesday 9 December
• Mid-Conference Excursion to Livingstone Museum, Livingstone, Zambia

• Thursday 10 December
• INHIGEO Conference, Victoria Falls, Day 3

• Friday 11 December
• INHIGEO Conference, Victoria Falls, Day 4





Post-Conference Excursion: Bulawayo, 
Matobo, Great Zimbabwe
• Saturday 12 December 2026

• Drive from Victoria Falls to Bulawayo (545 km)(6.5 hours).

• Sunday 13 December 2026
• Visit to Matobo National Park (AM). Bulawayo Natural History Museum (PM)

• Monday 14 December 2026
Drive from Bulawayo to Great Zimbabwe (310 km) (4 hours). 

Visit Great Zimbabwe World Heritage Site

• Tuesday 15 December 2026
• Drive back to Bulawayo. Departure from Zimbabwe to Johannesburg or other 

cities.



Call for Volunteers to form a
Local Organizing Committee for the 
2026 INHIGEO Annual Meeting, 
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

4-15 December 2026

Contact Dr Sharad Master

Sharadmaster@yahoo.co.uk
+2782849479

INHIGEO Website:

https://www.inhigeo.
com


