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Our trip in 2012 - just using an iPhone
and google maps!

Iceland is one of 2 places where
continental spreading can be observed
on dry land

Ethiopia is the other

Situated on the Mid Atlantic Ridge
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ICELAND TECTONICS




ICELAND GEOLOGY
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Google Earth




350,000 people — 123,000 in Reykjavik
I\[e)qehTe:

Sheep, fishing, tourism — and geologists!
874 AD first settlement

1783 — eruption of Laki, killed 9,000
people and 80% of livestock

1944 independence from Denmark
2008 financial crisis



Rifting
Waterfalls
Geysers
Volcanoes
Hot Springs
Mud Slides
Icebergs
Whales
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Took place from 1975 to 1984 and
extruded lava

19km long graben

Subsided 2-3m

Magma sits 3-7km below this rift zone
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Collapsed lava tubes and pipes from about
2,900 years ago in the Myvatn region, close to
Hverfjall
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Certainly a place worth visiting if you are a
geologist — and I would LOVE to go back in
the summer time when the central areas
are more accessible



