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Editorial 
 

It is time to welcome Steve Duma and his Committee for 2018 as they face the challenges 

and stimulation that these tasks engender in order to further the interests of the 

Geological Society of Zimbabwe.  Indeed, as becomes apparent through the pages of this 

Newsletter, your Committee is already hard at work.  The Summer Symposium, brought 

forward to the 6
th
 September, promises an impressive line-up of speakers, including 

Professor Lew Ashwal from Wits, who is this yearôs Geological Society of South 

Africaôs Alex du Toit Memorial Lecturer.  Details of his presentation are posted.  In 

addition Tom Blenkinsop, Andy Moore, Sharad Master and Peter Fey, amongst others are 

making a special effort to be at the Symposium.  We hope you as Members will also 

endeavour to be part of the proceedings.  The Symposium will be followed immediately 

by a four-day field excursion to the óophioliteô complex of the Chewore Inliers and will 

include a visit to the Ntumbe dinosaur tracksite.  Moves are also afoot to stage the next 

A.M. Macgregor Memorial Lecture later in the year, and arrangements are in hand to 

bring to fruition an international conference on óZimbabweôs Mineral Resourcesô in June 

2019.   

 

Jeff Chaumba, Associate Professor of Mineralogy/Petrology and Economic Geology at 

the University of North Carolina at Pembroke, USA, gave his talk on the Petrogenesis of 

Cr-enriched chromites from Prince Mine, Mashava Igneous Complex on Friday 1st June 

at the Geology Department.   

 

  
 

Although for long interpreted as a ólayered mafic intrusionô, analyses by Jeff suggest that 

the Mashava Igneous Complex likely originated at a convergent margin boundary as 

chromite chemistry lends support to an óophioliticô origin for the Complex.   

 

Then on Saturday 16
th
 June nineteen Members congregated at the Pickstone Mine where 

they were hosted by management and given a tour by George Rusike of the Pickstone and 

Peerless open pits, drilling operations and an exploration trench.  Grateful thanks are due 

for the opportunity to visit this positive gold mining venture on deposits that have been 
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explored and exploited since the turn of the 20
th
 Century.  Thanks are due to Nevison 

Chikandiwa for the pictorial record.   

 

 
 

   
 

Peter Fey, through the offices of Neil Bliss of Kadoma Bulletin fame, provided the 

following photograph.  It represents a óblast-from-the-pastô in that it is a record of the 

1967 Committee of the Geological Society of South Africa (Rhodesian Branch) who 

organized and hosted the óSymposium on the Rhodesian Basement Complexô held in 

Harare in October 1967.  The proceedings of this gathering were published as an 

Annexure to Volume 71 of the Transactions of the Geological Society of South Africa in 

1968.  A total of 25 significant and relavent papers were presented to a list of delegates 

totalling 100 from Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana, South Africa, Swaziland, Australia and 

the USA.   
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L to R:  Dr J.W. Wiles, Mr A.E. Phaup, Mr C.J. Lenz, Dr I. Goldberg, Dr J.F. Wilson, Dr D.H. 

Laubscher, Prof G.Bond, Dr J.W.N. Sharpe, Mr N.W. Bliss, and Mr C.A. Gibson 

 

The award winners for 2017 were announced at the Society AGM held at the CFX 

Country Club on 9
th
 March 2018 as follows: 

 

 The A.E. Phaup Award - F.R. Chauque, U.G. Cordani, D.L. Jamal and A.T. Onoe   

 The Geoffrey Bond Award ï Pauline Maradza  

 The Michael Vinyu Award ï Alfred Chikandiwa    

 The Keith Viewing Award ï Tim Broderick  

 

As a point of record I wish to record the passing of Charles Rea who died in a light 

aircraft accident in Zambia on 8
th
 March this year.  Charles was well known in civil 

engineering circles in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Canada and elsewhere in the world, including 

Panama for his significant contribution to geotechnical and seismic investigations, 

notably on many of the larger dams across Zimbabwe.  Following on from Keith Fisk and 

preceeding Penias Mpofu, Charles managed GPR Geophysics in Zimbabwe.   

 

Once again I thank sincerely all those who made their respective contributions to this 

Newsletter, and thereby make its publication possible.   

 

Tim Broderick 

 

Stop-Press:  It has recently been announced that Allan Mashingaidze has been appointed 

the Hwange Colliery Company Board.  This follows appointment of Ellah Muchemwa to 

the ZCDC Board and David Murangariôs re-appointment to the ZMDC Board.  

Congratulations are expressed to all three on these appointments.   

 


