


The joint Evolutionary Studies Institute, Natural History
Museum, Kensington and National Museums &
Monument s& EX pKarbadJanoany 2010 L ¢

The timing sought to take advantage of the
. lowest lake level in recent history, which gave
the maximum rock exposure along the shore.
Hosted by Dave Glynn with mother ship
Musankwathe objective was to explore the
wave-cut scarp slopes of theSibilobiloIslands
for further evidence ofVulcanodonkaribaensis
and other fossils, to record the exposed
stratigraphy and to followup on fossil sites
known to Steve Edwards around the Ume
estuary and on theTashingalake shore.




With Dr Pia Vigliettiwe measured the stratigraphic sequence on Island 126/127
over 4 sections and concluded that there is no lower basalt flow and that the
Vulcanodonhorizon falls within the upper part of the Forest Sandstone Formation.
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Although the stratigraphy along the island shores is continuous only fragmentary
bone material was found that may not necessarily be representative\ailcanodon




The association of fossil wood and coarse pebbly sandstone appears to place the horizol
around Tashingawithin the PebblyArkoseof the upperTashingaFormation. This is the
location of what is the firstArchosaurianPhytosaurfossil in Africa south of the Sahara.
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Steve Edwardsc”) bone col | e
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g 3 § EEER g 8 g facies near Tashingacomprisescraniodental material
s efgsse fj § g § £ § and osteodermsin association withCeratodus(lungfish)

Yocsauna dentition indicating apalaeofeeding frenzy. The deposi
Includes associated coprolites.Phytosaursevolved

separately towards crocodiles and to dinosaurs and birc

in the late Triassic, hence the significance of this find.
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Paul Barrett & MikeZondo

Then on farther east we started to find prosauropod dinosaur remalns
were chased off after a narrow

escape, but the evidence is there

for a return exploration trip in -

2018.
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However, we

Lucy Broderick



SV P

SICTETY JOF
VERTEBRATE
PALEONTOLOGY

N S P o/ 5
/ NP 2
£ ’/ 3 ~ -

Y o
SOCIETY OF VERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY
77 ANNUAL MEETING

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 26, 2017

TECHNICAL SESSION XEXUSCONVENTION CENTRE, MACLEOD C
MODERATORS: Maté@bbriand Kohei Tanaka

1:45 P M. Barrett, T. J. Broderick, KChapelle J. N.Choiniere

S. Edwards, DMunyikwa P.Viglietti M. Zondo

NEW INFORMATION ON THE UPPER KAROO VERTEBRATE FAUNBSKEF THE
KARIBA REGION, ZIMBABWE




%9 VIRGINIA

BT 2% " Chris Griffin, PhD Student at
... = &% = Virginia Tech in Blacksburg VA wa:
TR | awarded a Young Explorers Grant
by National Geographic to follow
, up on the indicated association of
S | rhynchosaurremains with earliest
= dinosaur fossils from the Upper
Triassic, as intimated byRraath,
Oesterlen& Kitching (1992)
from PebblyArkosein the Dande
Communal Land.

Steve Tolan

In addition he sought to investigate the possibility of nethierapsid locations within the Uppe

to Middle MadumabisaMudstone as exposed in th@©mayC.L. south of Lakd&ariba.



Steve Tolan

Targeting badlands eroded into the sandstone andudrockinterbeds, as is the expression
in the PebblyArkosealong the southern Zambezi Escarpment, it did not take long to find
bone material, including the distinctivehynchosaurdentition of the upper maxilla.
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Associated and partly articulated bone material
accumulated and was bagged and labeled with GP

co-ordinates.
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_ Something differentd a diagnostic feature for all dinosaurs is a
Excitement as the hooked head to the femur. The bone continued into the grounc
dinosaur connection The dig began and more and more bone emerged from the
excavation. A trench was developed around the articulated
Is made section. Thank goodness the bone was preserved in mudstone
and that this prosauropod was small'A plaster jacket was made
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The jacket was retrieved, then shipped to Virginia. However, the loose bone alone makes
remarkably complete skeleton, which will be made more so by addition of ribs and, from
the block, important completion of the hip, sacral vertebrate area and skull.

This is a highly significant discovery as it should be the earliest dinosaur known from
Africa. This is so ashynchosaurshold a very narrow time span in th€arnianof the
Upper Triassic and this specimen must pmate the common early dinosauiVassospondylus

And as for the
teeth! Quite a
nipper!

A youngpalaeontologisthas his
career made







